
[image: image6.jpg]



Dirt Road Wild Trout Festival Newsletter 3, May 2026
Winter is almost upon us and several frosts later, there are still trees whose leaves haven’t succumbed to the cold, yet!
On investigating the prospects for 2027, Google’s AI produced the following burble;
A high (over 70%) probability of El Niño for the 2026-2027 season threatens South Africa with renewed drought risks, potentially reducing summer crop yields and driving up food prices. This follows the severe 2023-2024 El Niño, which caused one of the worst droughts in 100 years and severe food insecurity in the region. 

The article in Daily Maverick concentrates on the Western Cape, based on which, we are relatively safe in the Eastern Cape Highlands so, roll on, 2027!
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2026-05-04-weather-watch-el-nino-may-emerge-soon-with-dry-winter-seen-for-southwest-sa/
Applications to participate in the 2027 festival continue to trickle in and as of today, there are a mere 13 spots left. For those who haven’t responded yet, to avoid disappointment, please complete and forward the form sent with this missive.
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Read all about it at www.wildtrout co.za
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For those of you who would like to take advantage of the fine water conditions at present, Walkerbouts Inn is offering a B&B winter special i.e. stay for 3 nights but only pay for two! To make use of this opportunity, contact Deon at 079 875 2009 or send an e-mail to bookings@walkerbouts.co.za
The Bell River at Rhodes, upstream and downstream of the Tuschielaw bridge at 10h00 today, clear enough to see the bottom of the river with ease!
Cheers,
Dave.
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Dirt Road Wild Trout Festival  17th to the 21st March 2027
Participation application form
Please complete legibly and return to: dave@wildtrout.co.za
Name:










 Age 


E-mail address:






Cell no:





Name of non-fishing partner, if applicable










Have you fished in the area before?      
 Yes/no     
Do you require a sheppard?* 

Yes/no 
Other requirements? (Vegetarian meals/allergies?)






   

Beat preferences, if any?










            

Package details:

1. The Full Monty; 5 evening meals, 4 days of fishing, 4 lunch-packs, plus participation in the event auction as well as bar banter at no charge

2. Partner package as described below
The assistance of a sheppard must be arranged each evening during the event. Ensure that you make contact with the beat organisers, Heather & Rudi to make the appropriate arrangements on a daily basis.
	RATES, 2027
	

	 Dinners, Fishing, Lunch-packs and Shepparding - by arrangement
	R8500

	 Non-fishing partner; i.e. including dinners but excluding fishing & lunch-packs 
	R2950


T’s & C’s

1. All applications will be dealt with on a first come, first served basis.
2. Kindly complete and submit your application form as soon as possible.
3. There will be no preferential treatment for applicants who have attended previous events.
4. Applicants will be advised regarding acceptance or not by 30th June 2026
5. Payment of a 50% confirmation deposit is required by the 31st July 2026
6. The balance due must be paid by 31st October 2026. 
7. Participation is at own risk and the sheppards are in no way responsible for participants’ health & safety on the water or elsewhere, for that matter. 
8. CANCELLATIONS;  In the event that a cancellee may know of a replacement, please advise accordingly i.e. Name, e-mail address and cell number. 
9. Refunds will be subject to an administrative fee of 30%.
10. Banking details

· Wild Trout Association, FNB, Barkly East, 210220.  Acc. no: 51610009669, Current acc.

· Use “Fest 2027” & your SURNAME as a reference

· Please e-mail the EFT PoP to dave@wildtrout.co.za and CC rudi@rhodesinfo.co.za for good measure
Accommodation & Breakfasts

· Catered/B&B or self-catering accommodation should be arranged with Xolelwa Yaleko at the Rhodes Tourist & Information Centre: Tel. 045 971 9003 or e-mail: info@rhodesinfo.co.za
· Although the festival includes 4 days of fishing, participants are welcome to arrive earlier to fish in the Eastern Cape Highlands - after all, a bad week’s fishing beats a good week in the office any time! 

· Breakfast @ Walkerbouts; Bookings can be made by sending an e-mail to bookings@walkerbouts.co.za or phoning 079 875 2009 by 28/2/2027  
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Catch comparisons for beats in the Bell, Bok, Rifle & Sterkspruits as a % of the total catch for beats where >10 trout  were caught
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		Catch comparisons for beats in the Bell, Bok, Rifle & Sterkspruits as a % of the total catch for beats where >10 trout  were caught



 Middle Bokspruit & Festival  2026





Bokspruit	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.36363636363636365	0.39669421487603307	0.20385674931129477	1.928374655647383E-2	1.3774104683195593E-2	2.7548209366391185E-3	Festival	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.23894736842105263	0.43473684210526314	0.23789473684210527	7.2631578947368422E-2	1.2631578947368421E-2	3.1578947368421052E-3	







Farnham & Festival 2026





Farnham	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.3392857142857143	0.45535714285714285	0.13392857142857142	6.25E-2	8.9285714285714281E-3	0	Festival	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.23894736842105263	0.43473684210526314	0.23789473684210527	7.2631578947368422E-2	1.2631578947368421E-2	3.1578947368421052E-3	







Lovedale & Newstead, Festival 2026



L 	&	 N	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.38596491228070173	0.33333333333333331	0.19298245614035087	8.771929824561403E-2	0	0	Festival	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.23894736842105263	0.43473684210526314	0.23789473684210527	7.2631578947368422E-2	1.2631578947368421E-2	3.1578947368421052E-3	







Bemerside & Borestone, Festival 2026



B 	&	 B	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.56000000000000005	0.36	0.08	0	0	0	Festival %	<	100	101- 150	151 - 250	251-350	351-450	450+	0.23894736842105263	0.43473684210526314	0.23789473684210527	7.2631578947368422E-2	1.2631578947368421E-2	3.1578947368421052E-3	










